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conditions, and with inadequate equipment and 
inferior weapons, they conducted raids against 
specific targets in Cuba, working from secret 
bases in the Florida Everglades and the 
Bahamas. 

Ayers accompanied them. There were speed- 
ing boats in the darkness, clandestine rendez- 
vous on the high seas and in steaming subtropic 
jungles. And there was violent death. Ulti- 
mately, he became emotionally involved in the 
cause of the Cuban “freedom fighters.” 

But after the assassination of President 
Kennedy, the program began to lose impetus. 
Increasingly, Washington favored a policy of 
neutrality in Cuban affairs. Disagreement with 
this new passivity, and loyalty to the original 

ideas on which the mission was based, forced 
Ayers to reach a radical decision: to leave the 
CIA mission and resign from the Army. That 
he did so is a measure of his profound disillu- 
sionment with official policy and a testament to 


his singular and abiding loyalty. His book will 
shake officialdom as much for its operational 
revelations as for its criticism of policy. 
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